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WHAT HAS BEEN.DONE AT THE

i1 METROPOLITAN,

"

A Winter In Which Poocinl Was the Con
| splevous Composer —Wagner wnd the
. Aiermans Not (uile Played Qut —Singers

Whe Have Made Fallurel Roengaged.

¥he fourth season of opera at the Metro-
tan Opera House under the diveotion of
Conried came to an end with the

of *“Parsifal,” the stolen opera,
Friday evening. The regulir seriea of
%ﬁlptioﬂ performangoes was conoluded on
I.”'g;'ﬂou Saturday afternoou, when a
audienoe shouted ita approval of

thé shoutings of Mr. Caruso, a distinguished
1eglidn temor, whose art has gone down as
his salary has gone up, The three extra
noes of the week just past were

davated to Wagnerian interpretations by a
well nigh voiceless remnant of the company,

most of whioh had aiready gone on the road, '

Y

artist, Olive Fremstad, will not soon be
{ tten. Would that it could.

Burrian, whose engagement was in
some respects a puzzle, justified his pres-
ence by his’remarkable study of the paretic
Herod. Mr. Hertz disclosed the oharae-
teristics of the score with masterly skill.
It'was a record for the Metropolitan. Never-
| theless the fact that the opera was a deadly
bore reached the publio, and there was
| every indication that in two or three per-
formances it would have run its course.

and a tired and blatant orehestra uder an | 1he action of the stockholders in com-
enthusiastio conductor who knows no half | Pelling its removal from the stage gave the

wiy powers beiween piano and forte, The
following table gives the titles of the operas
produced in the course of the season in
the order of their presentation and the
number of performances:

Fust No. of
Time T'imes.
Romeo ot Julistte............... Nov. 20 &
La Babeme. .. e Nov, 28 7
Hipeel und Gretel ............. NOv. 29 .......% [
TannbAuser.. ... . ......0000 Nov, 3 ..i.iv. 5
LaTraviata 30 B ssvvener 3
Marts. cisne Dee. 3 3
Fodosa.... . ... R s suvoss s Dec. & ‘
La Damnation de Faust. ,.......Dee, 7
Lucls. .. Dee, 12 .
LORGREIIn. ...oovvv i inniirinens Dec. 19
BRI, < 3 5 0400 2w o6 a b 850 4050 Dee, 21
5 NIRRT SR S Dec, 28
Magtried... .. concviinmnainanes Dec. 20
PRS- o ccivnmrnsinsersosms Dec. 38
Tosca.. Jan. 2
T AIRCRIN®. oo cvvpnesrnnsnnsiin Jan, 11
Pagligee! ... . .oociiiiieiann Jan, 18
Manop Lescaut. ........ Jan, 18
Salome.... . . ..o Jan. 22 .
Carmen . ... T JFeb, 2
Madama Butierfly . I'eb. 11
Tristan und Isolde. .. Yeb, 14
Don Pasquale " .Febh, 18
Cavalleria Rusticana. Feb, 18
Parsifal. Feb, 22
Rigoletto. .. .. Feb, =7
Ne Walktire March 1 .
Dap Rheingold R - March 19 1
Gogterddmmerung. ... ... March 27
mn2
Double bills. ... ....covveist -.. 3
Total ... »

This table is instructive in several ways.
It shows that Mr. Conried in a season of
seventeen weeks si:cceeded in placing before
his subscribers twenty-nine operas, a num-
ber quite close to the average usually given
in n meason. Of this number thirteen, or
nearly one-half, were Italian works; ten
were German, and six French. One of
thesa French works, “L’Africaine.”™ was
given in Italiar., but that was merely to
meet the needs of Mr. Caruso, whore F'oren-
tine fourteenth century French is discon-
ocerting to himself as we!l as the auditor

The thirteen I*alian operas had forty-
nine performances, or nearly one-half of
tha entire number., The ten German works

5 | tinguished failures in

2 | New York artistic standards.

| has been reengaged for next season.

work a certain appearance of martyrdom
l which it did not deserve.

Puccini's “Manon Lescaut” was a most
delightful production in so far as the work
itwelf was concerned. This opera ought
to be heard often, because it is one of the
mosat charming and genuinely dramatio of
the modern Italian works. Giordano's “Fe-
dora,” @ novelty, proved to be a highly un-
im) tand uninteresting piece of musioal
carpe:
| repetitions of it next season.
| In the matter of introducing new singers
| to thig public Mr. Conried met several dis-
the course of the
season. All of them, with one or two ex-
ceptions, have been reengaged.

We had the pleasure of muking the ac-
quaintance of Ceraldine Farrar. Lina
Cavalieri and Katherine Fleischer-Edel,
sopranos; Carl Burrianand Charles Rousse-
liere, tenors, and Riocardo Stracciari,
barytone. There were some smaller fish,
but Jet them go. Miss Farrar proved to
he an interesting and promising young
artist, entirely mistaken as to her own
authority, and whelly incapable of under-
standing either New York audiences or
It is reported
| that she is so dissatisfied with her reception

' ' in her native land that she is going back

to dear old Berlin, where every night her
| health is drunk as a solemn toast at the
! Stadt Pilsen and Zum Schultheiss auf
' Tivoli. She and Berlin understand one
i another, bless them'
| But she is the possessor of most precious
| gifts and there is some ground for | ope
! that when she reaches years of greater
| discretion she will see the necessity of sing-
! ing with more skill and more affectionate
| regard for the future of her lovely voice.
! When she does that she will become an
artist. At present she is merely a bundle
of impulses and instincts.
Miss Cavalieri, having rent the ears of
| every hearer who could tell the difference
between a soprano voice and a car whistle,
Mr.

| Rousselidre, who was about as complete a

bad thirty-three performances, and the |
| the presence of a Metropolitap audience, is

French operas had only a total of twenty
representations, of whioh five went to the
quasi novelty, “La Damnation de Faust.”
Composers were represented as follows:

failure as any tenor who ever walked into

also reengaged. Mr. Stracciari, one of the

| weakest barytones known to this public, is
4 also reengaged. The outlook for next
1

Wagner............ 24 Glordano ... )
Puednl.............. . 21| Dellbes - al
R s a0 5 00000 806 11 | Flotow oLar s
Gounod,. ..o.ciionene0 . 9] Meyerbeer 2
Humperdinok...... 8| Bizet 1
Berllos. .. 5| Mascagn!... 1
Donlzett. 5| Strauss 1
Lecpcavallo.. )

*Marta” has been, for conventional

reasons, classed with the Italian works,
1t was decidedly a Puccini winter. The

Wagnerian total is in a certain sense mis-

leading, because the Bayreuth master
had eight operas in the répertoire of the
season, while Puccini made his record with

|

four, It is interesting to note that the two !

brightest and most vivacious operas on
the list, namely “La Bohdme" and “Hinsel
und Gretel,” had the largest number of
performances. This probably has no sig-

nifflcance in relation to the ocondition of |

public taste any more than there was in
the portentous fact that we heard four
different Mimis at the Metropolitan in the
ocourse of the season. Students of com-
parative artistic anatomy must have had
a delightful time with the Mimis of Mme,
Sembivich, Miss Cavalieri, Miss Abott and
Miss Farrar.

Those who have expressed deep oconcern
at the-"decline and fall off” of the Wag-
nerian music drama must get their ocon-
solation in the figures here given. Wagner
did_pretty well for an old man, after all.

:He had just a trifle less than 25 per cenmt,
of the total mumber of performances of
operss and & little more than that per-

of the number of opera nights

It may as well be added at this time, too,
that his operas had to draw entirely on
their own merits, for the simple reason
that at the present time there is only one
singer in the Metropolitan company who
dmws audiences entirely by his own powers,
and he does not sing in German works.
On the other hand the Wagner works have
suffered in the course of the season just

snded from many misfortunes.

We have had to put up with wretched
singing in some of them and with per-
fanctory interpretation in most of them,
In the early part of the season the whole
‘attention of the house was centred on
the praduction of “Salome,” and thereafter
it was devofed to the admirable works
of Mr. Puccini. That Wagner held his

despits the neglect from which
he suffered demonstrates that his standing
in fhe public esteem has not diminished.
& success of the Puecini operns was
‘thoroughly deserved. And here let the
componer have full credit for one notable
achievement. “Madama Butterfly” suc-
oseded wholly on its own merite. Mr.
Paruso’'s part in this opera was one of
: J ive unimpeortance. It was not
he that drew the crowds. Those who
wished to go to the opera to hear Caruso
went when he had to be on the stage all
‘the tifne, not when he was absent for an
ot and a hall.
= Mias Farrar did not attract the audience,
for she did not attain in' the course of
.the season such popularity as to warrant
“fhe supposition that any large number of
‘parsons would go to the opera purposely
%o hear her sing. For once it seemed to
be tadisputably shown that an opera had
furceeded through its own beauty. Let
that brilliant record stand to the glory
of Mr. Puccini, a composer of whom Italy
sy well be proud.

It may be noted also that the production
of “NMadame Butterfly® was the achieve-
ment whioch reflected the largest credit
on Mr. Conried’s management. The work
“was beautifully mounted and cnrefully
3 In 8o far as the singers, the
- mandger, the costumer and the
painter coyld contribute to ita per-
it. called for mothimg but praise
sinoere sffoft, Thet Mr. Vignh was
| to the task of comduoting it was

expected: This ronductor -has a
specialtiey, and hevond Whese he has
,&u but & vast fumd. of cradeness
®. However, it in ‘“

$

“be

e T

seasop is not at all bright. Up to the present
time the only striking promise that Mr.
Conried has made is that he intends to
perform “Salome” no matter who does not
like it

The foliowing letter is interesting and
worthy of comment:

3 NEw York, March 26, 1807,

To rRE Ep1ror oF THE SUN: Says Mr. Hen-
derson apropos of “Siegfried”: "The per-
formance as a whole was far from ideal, and
it had many moments of disillusion. Never=-
theless the audience was liberal in demon-
strations of approval.”

What has become of the much vaunted ex-
actness, intelligence, reservedness and other
qualities characteristic of Wagnerites, that
they should fall so low as to indulge in “dem-
onstrations of approval” for a performance
which, in the words of Mr. Henderson him-
self, “was far from ideal,” &c¢? Yours very

trul v, V. V. LATTARULO,

The writer failed to note that the article
from which he quotes made a point of indi-
cating that the pleasure of the audience was
gained from the work in spite of the im-
perfect performance. It has always been
the pride of Wagnerites that they do not go
to hear opera singers, but opera. This is
a German condition. All through Germany
people go to the opera because they love
opera. Doubtless this is also true in a
large measure of Italians. Certainly those
who go to the smaller theatres of ltaly
cannot be attracted solely by the atrociously
bad singing which they hear there.

But in New York a peculiar condition
prevails. Some people admittedly go to
the opera solely to hear singers. This is
the case with the Italian operas and in so
far as the Italians themselves are con-
cerned it is almost entirely the case with
regard to Mr. Caruso. It is beyond dis-
pute that the cautious Italians who have
only little money to spend on operatic
entertainment are careful to ascertain
before giving up the price of admission
that Mr. Caruso will, as they prosaically
phrase it, “work” that evening.

It is a singular and significant fact, too,
that most of these people who go to hang
enraptured on the luscious tones of Mr.
Caruso’s voice do not know when they are
hearing them unless they can see their
favorite tenor in the aot of singing. For
example, Mr. Caruso (who is well aware of
this condition) played a neat little joke on
his adorers at the last performance of
“Paglincei.” In the sevond act he sang
the serenade behind the socenes, which
should have been sung by Mr. Reiss, and
not & single sound of applause followed
his beautiful delivery of a number usually
treated rather badly. )

In “Manon Lescaut® Mr. Caruso, with-
out a mustache and in a new makeup,
walked on the stage amid a dead silence
and sang a whole aria withdut being recog-
nized. It was not till he began to make
love to the prima denna of the evening
that the practised adorers of opera singers
found out that they were listening to their
idol. After that the deluge.

It is perhaps indicative of as high an
order of intelligence to love an opera, no
matter how poorly it is sung, as to adore
& singer for his singing and not know him
by his tones.

But in neither case are artistio standards
satisfled. Wagner's dramas have for
years been treated with injustioe by man-
agers of the Metropolitan because they
could be depended upon to draw anyhow.
This, of course, is a poor view of the matter,
Splendid performances of Wagner would
pack the house to-day just as they did
when the two De Reszkes, Ternina and
others were heard together. It is a little
too much to expect Mme. Gadski, devoted
and gifted singer as she is, to carry the

whole “Gotterdimmerung” on her (fair
nmhoulders,
" W “La Bohame” and “Tosca” were al-

ways treated as badly as Whgner it is to
 be feared that they too would have to

give pleasre by their owa inherent merits,

work. We may perhaps esoape !

i
MORE PHILHARNMONIC CONCERTS.

Wasslly Safeneff to Cenduet Twe Extra
in Anawer te Many Requests.

The Philbarmonio Society will in answer
to many requests give two extra conoerts
at Carnegie Hall on Friday afternoonm,
April 65, and Baturday evening, April 6.
Wassily Safonoff’ will then make his last
appearances before his departure for Lon-
don, where he has been engaged to conduoct
several concerts of the London Symphony
| Orchestra. The programme for these two
| supplementary conocerts, which was selected

in response to many requests, will consist

of Tschaikowsky's “Pathetique” symphony,
{ Rubinstein’s concerto in E flat major f
| piano and the overture to “Tannhiuser.”
Josef Lhevinne has been engaged as solo-
'ist, It was by his ormance of this
. Lhevinne oarried
off the Rubinstein prize from thirty com-
petitors in Berlin in 1885 and he has fre-
quently pla it with his famous teacher,
] Mr. Safo !
The orchestra for these oconcerts will
( consist of 110 players, and the numbers in
which ‘they will be heard have already
shown the society’ and its conductor at
t Mr, Safonoff will sail for Europe |
in Asvrll and will pass the summer with his
family in the Caucasus Mountains.

NOTES OF MUSIC EVENTS.

The last chamber musio concert of the People’s
Symphony Soclety will take place at Cooper Union
on April 5 at 8:15 P, M. The Olive Mead Quartet
and several sololsts will appear.

Victor Herbert and his orchestra will begin a
series of Sunday evening concerts at Daly's Theatre
to-night.

! Dr. Hartmano's "St. Peter” will be produced on
| Wednesday evening at Carnegle Hall.

Julla O'Connor, contralto, will give a song recital
at the Waldorf-Astoria on Thursday evening.

The next Knelsel Quartet concert will take place
at Mendelasohn Hall on Tuesday evening. Pro-
gramme: Faure's plano quintet, DD minor, opus
89 (new); LoeMer's s'ring sextet In A minor (second
movemeat only): Bach's C major ‘cello sonata (Mr.
l Schroeder) and the great Brabhms's string sextet in
G major.opusis, A speclal concert for Mr, Schroe
der's farewell will take place on April 20,

So marked was the success of Osslp Gabrllowitsch
in his New York appearances this season—iwo
recitals and four orchestral appearances belag
placed to his cred!t -that a farewell recital for the
Russian planist has been arranged for Saturday
atternocon, April 13, at Mendelssohn Hall

Among the numerous farewells which the next
few weeks are bound to bring forth in the musical
iine none Is likely to arouse greater interest than
the fareweill bow which Walter Damrosch and Mme,
Gadsk! will jointly make this afternoon at Carnegle
Hall. Under Mr. Damrosch’s baton the New York
Symphony Is to offcr an exceedingly lateresting
programme, the concert belng the last before an
extended spring tour, while Mme. Gadsk! as sololst
is bound to recelve her full share of attention,
particularly as she salls for Germany at the con-
clusion of her season with Mr. Conried. A feature
of the programme will be Haydn's Farewell Sym-
phony.

The programme for Mme. Lhévinne's recital at
Mendelssohn Hall on Tuesday afterncon inciudes
Chopin's B minor sonata, opus 58; Saint-Sagns's
transcription of the finale of Beethoven's alath
quartet; the Schubert-Tausig andantino and varia-
tlops. Schumann's In der Nacht, Liszt's Waldes-
rauschen and & group of modern Russlan composi-
tions. The pubilic curiosity to hear the wife of &
great virtuoso play has been much in evidence at the
box ofMce during the last week,

The début of Manuel Kleln's orobestra of seventy
five players at the Hippodrome to-nigat adds yet
one more to the lengthy list of instrumental bodies
now existing In this city. The new orgsalzation
has special ol to 1 atteation, since It
consists almost entirely of Ameriean musiclans
possessing previous experience as orchestral per
formers, who have been doing long and steady
preparatory work under a young and enthusiastic
conductor, with sound and artistic ldeals, before
finally challenging & public verdict. The pro
gramme will include the March from “Tannh&user,”
the preiude (with prologue) to “Pagllaccl,” the
“Three Dances” from Fdward German’s music to
“Henry VIIL,” and last, but not least, Tachatkow-
sky's grand festival overiure, “1812."

SPOILS OF AN OLD CASKET,

Carefully Hidden Dowry of = Moham.

medan Hride.

A true fairy tale concerning an Oriental
casket sold by an antiquary to a Parisian
amateur is related by the correspondent
of the London Telegraph.

The casket ia of beautiful artistic work-
manship of olive wocd, with incrustations.
It was evidently a wedding present, such
as it is the custom to give to a bride in
Mohammedan ocountries.

There is a perfume of rose leaves, a deli-
cate far away fragrance of thie distant
East, when the cover is lifted. The anti-
quary bought it at a general sale long ago
axi offered it to purchasers amid Louis
AVI. clocks, old ribbons and out of date
decorations, A lover of quaint antiques,
M. Maurioce saw the casket and bought it,

As it had been knooked about & good deal
in its lo ourney it stood in need of re-
pairs un?b’ Maurice ﬂ'" it to an expert
workman to restore. workman tapped
it and was surprised to notice a metallic
sound inside, He found that the jewel
box had a double bottom, and when openea
there were rows of old and odd coins, which
glittered faintly, but enough to show at
once that they were of pure gold.

A numismatist declared they were gold
sequins and worth about £160. It was a
sum whioch to a young bride a hundred
or two hundred years 0 represented

haps a fortune. Theworkman informed

.Mauriceand thelatter told the antiquary,
As they were all three honest men each
wisbed that the other should claim the
bride's treasure.

referred the matter to the police
comim ry, who gave a decision worthy
of Solomon. He divided the gold coins
into two equal piles and told M. Maurice
and the antiqu to take each a pile and
then left it to r combined generosit:
to the honest workman. Th‘
they did, each giving him a few of the gold
sequins, so that all had about an even lgaro
in the treasure of the bride.

First Gas Lamps.

From the London Globe.

January 28 is an interesting centenary,
that of the first experimental lighting of a
street with gas lamps in England, for on
that date, 1807, through the exertions of
Frederick Albert Winsor, Pall Mall was (I-
luminated with a series of these now familiar
sources of light.

Winsor's work was the development of the
earlier experiments and suggestions of Will-
iam Murdock, a Scottish mi
l:-.x:!ployed in the Redruth mu?.‘:’,'c:?,fw.'ﬁ,"

Murdock appears to have been the first to

suggest that gas might be conveyed in t
.nﬁ'und instead o“m_np- and candles, " °
made & very (ngenious gas lantern for

himself, with which he used to light his way
over the Cornish moors at night. This lan-
tern consisted of & bag Al with s and
fitted with a tube, at the end of which the
gas could be lighted.

Carrying the bag under his arm, Murdock
used to lighten his way home at night., On
meeting any one it is said that he would give
the bag & squeeze and thus send out a lon
tongue of lame. This led to his being look
upon as the demon of the Cornish moors,

Teo Rich te Travel,

Aberdeen correspondence St. Pawl Dispatch,

Camille van Crestenberghe, his wife and
four children were marooned in Aberdeen all
night because of the fact that they had too
much !IIOI.‘I:{. 5

Van Cr qnbpr{ho. who is -hl to be
wealthy merchant of Detroit, ich., h.J
been visiting with his family at Ipswi
8. D. They cama here last night
a train for Detroit. In payment for their
tickets Van Crestenberghe tendered ,the
ltul«;n agent a $1.000 bill. The agent could

ch,
o taks

{',2' o ge the bill, nor could any one in town
As g noe tio u;m . tﬂ. B'o‘:!
& A CODseque
remain in Aberdeen m’cht .J’::‘l'nu
the opening of the banks next moring be-
fore they could pursue their journey.

: N A X, L U
¢«NJO SHOOTING” SIGN
\ IN GREENHUT'S
Aad the Trusty Bungstarter Fails to

Work Against the Man
‘FmtbOurh.

* "Tain't offen ‘¢t you'll & question
into the Good Book,” sald man
hut, “thouten some sort of & answer bein’
gife, nigh hand, so's 't you o'n see the
meanin’, but there's one question what
don't 'pear to have no answer. Hitsays,
‘Why is it the heathen gets in a rage, when
folks imagines queer things? I reckon
the reason you don't find the answer must
be 'cause there ain’t no anawer. Stands to
reason the Good Book wouldn't state no
answer when there ain’t nove.”

“How ocome you're so all fired sure 't
there ain't no answer? 'Pears to me ‘tain’t
much diffioult for to frame up somepin
for to 'xplain that,” said Winterbottom.

There was silence in the saloon for a few
moments after this unexpected outbreak.
Winterbottom ocontinued to smoke his
pipe with stolid indifference, but old man
Greenhut was greatly agitated. He grew
purple and gasped for breath several times.
He even glanoed at his | u onoe
as if in doubt whether he needed it {or im-
mediate use, but after one or two uncertain
moves he relinquished that notion. Then
he lighted a large, fat, black cigar and
seated himself by the window.

“There is them,” he said, after putting
his feet carefully on the window sill, “as
would speak contumal’ous about th’
equator. 'Pears like they hain’'t no sense
o' religion. Reason the Good Book don't
give no answer is it's well knowed as how
the heathen means them yaps {'m th’ Ozarks.
'F them ain’t heathen, there ain’t no heathen.
An' anybody 't's ever knowed a Ozark
vap knows well enough 't there ain't no
tellin’ why he gets in a rage, nor when he's
goin' to, nor what he'll do when he does.
Hit's nat'ral enough an’ proper for to ast
about it, but there ain’t no answer, an’ any
inspired jackass as reokons he's goin’ to
find out somepin’ 't the Good Book can't
tell him is chawin’ the east wind, an' liable
for to get the bellyache.”

“There’s one o' them Ozark yaps in town

now,” said Joe Bassett, “what 'pears to
be some gifted in the matter o' rage. He
was down on the levee last night gawpin'
'round, an’ somehow he got in the way o'
some o’ the rousters 't was unloadin’ f'om
the River Belle, an’ one on 'em trod on his
toe. 'Peared like he was took with the
blind staggers immediate. [ don’t know
whether he got the right one or mot, but
he grabbed two o’ them rousters an’
‘em togetier a spell an’ then chased the
others ‘round till you couldn't see a rouster
nowhere. 1 reckoned likely he'd bite holes
in the levee, he was so0 mad, but when he
oouldn’t firdl no mare rousters ‘round he
just wandered away, cussin’.”

“Likely he’ll be in here 'fore long,” said
old man Greenhut gloomily. *“Them Ozark
heathen plays poker amauin’, as a rule,
an’ "tain't no ways likely 't he'll pass up
the chanst of a game if he knows it, O’
course it's all in the way o' business 'f
he's got money to set in with, but a game
o' poker with one like him is some like
playin' croquet with a mule. He's liable
for to hit you ’'stead o' the ball if he's tryin’
for to make a long drive, an’ "tain’t nene
comfortin’ to be hit, by a mule.”

“There’'s others can hit," said Bassett,
“an’ when it comes to playin’ poker——"

*1 know, I know,” interrupted old man
Greenhut, “but I ain’t no hand f'r a rough
house. There’s al’ays liable for to be
furniture broke, an' there's cleanin’ up
to be did later. Then you can’'t al’ays
oount on these here strangers for to observe
the rules o' the house when it comes to
shootin’. An' that reminds me. I bought
one o' them motters I'm a pedler this
mornin’ for to hang up in the back room,
on'y I made him write another line onto it
first. Give him a quarter an' two drinks
for it."

Here the old man arose and went behind
the bar. Reaching underneath, he pulled
out a large cardboard, neatly but not
expensively framed, on which appeared
the inscription:

find
old

GOD BLESS OUR HOME.
NO SHOOTING IN THIS ROOM.

This he took into the back room and
hung in a conspicuous place over the poker
table.

“There,” he exolaimed, as he stepped
back and looked at the new ornament with
undisguised pleasure. “There! More'n
likely if & man wes to get them sentiments
fixed info his nut consid'able firm like
there wouldn't be so muoh brawlin' into
this here room as there bas been times
past. An’ there might be more strioter
attention paid to the real science o’ the
game. 'Pears like the steadiest players
is liable for to get distracted when some
other feller's gun barks, 'n’ that ain't busi.
nees, it sure ain's.”

The others had listened to bim, quietly
enough, but without enthusiasm, and when
he concluded Joe Bassett said, rather dis-
contentedly, “'Pears like you'ro gettin’
monstrous keerful about havin’ no noise
into this place. Stands to reason there’ll
be argyments when there's poker, an’ some
argies with a gun, an’ some argies with a
bungstarter. 'Pears like there ain't no
gre't diff erence.”

“Joe, I'm #'prised,” said old man Green-
hut, with grest severity. “Hain’t you never
read into the Good Book where it say» ‘A
gun in a fool's hand. stirreth up strife, but
a bungstarter, wisely wielded, heeleth dis-

"A Club Cocktail

IS A BOTTLED DELIGHT

THOUSANDS have discarded the idea
of making their own cocktails, —all
will after giving the CLUB COCKTAILS
a fair trial. Ecientifically blended from the
choicest old liquors and mellowed with age
make them the perfect cocktails thatthey are,
Seven kinds, most popular of which are Mar-
tini (Gin base), Manhattan ( Whiskey base).
The lollowing label appears on every
bottle :

[ +]
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sension?” You dou't never see me butt in

!l in’, boys

with that weepin o’ mins, theuten it's neces-
sary for to stop a disturbance.”

“What's eatin’ of you, Greenhut?" asked
Jake Winterbottom. *“I never knowed
you to be wranglin’ ghis away thouten
somebody had did you out o’ money. "Pears
like you'd better cool off an’ get ready f'r
business. Sam Pearsall's went up the
stroet a spell ago, an’ he’s liable for to come
in with that yap Joe was tellin’ of .”

Winterbottom was right. Pearsall en-
tered presently, looking like a little boy
beside the gaunt mountaineer who had to
stoop to walk through the doorway.

“Give us a drink,” said Sam. “My
friend here is lookin’' f'r & game, an' I
told him I wa'n’t much actuainted 'round
here, but somebody was tellin’ 't you una
played poker here, some. Him an’ me 'll
o;c“ in if there's a game on, an' it's agree:
able.”

“Glad you come,” said Blalsdell, wiping
his lips. “We uns was just wishin' some
un 'd happen, bein’ as we ‘'m blue moulded
{'r excitenient an’ short handed {'r a play.”

No further preliminary remarks seemed
to be needed, and five players, including
Bassett and Winterbottom, were soon
seated around the back room table while
Greenhut busied himself bringiog in the
cards and chips.

It was noticeable that the Ozark man
thus far had said nothing. He had lined
up at the bar and taken his liguor with
gusto, wiping his mouth with the back
of his hand and indleating by a gesture
that the return treat was to be at his ex-
pense. And he had nodded affirmatively
to everything that was said, but he had not
spoken once.

Taking his stack of chips from the old
man, he handed over his $50 as did the
others, and looked pleasant when they
arranged foy a table stake game. Then
he put up an ante of one calls two, when
the deal fell to Bassett, but threw down
his cards when it came to him to make
good after Blaisdell and Winterbottom had
ocome in.

Then he dealt, and they all observed
that he was somewhat clumsy in handling
the cards, and passed them out slowly;
but they had seen other people do that in
order to study the backs of the pasteboards,
and they did not build hopes on his apparent
clumsinese.

There was nothing doing on his deal,
and a jackpot was made up. Blaisdell
dealt and it was sweetened. Pearsall
dealt and Winterbottom opened, under
the guns. Bassett dropped and the Ozark
man raised it $20, pushing his chips forward
but saying nothing.

Blaiadel' and Pearsall dropped and
Winterbottom studied a while, but finally
pushed his entire stack forward, where-
upon the Ozark man folded, and Winter-
bottom showed his openers. He had a
pair of queens only, and everybody smiled,
none more pleasantly than the Ozark man.
It was an advertisement for Winterbottom
that had cost him nothing, whatever might
happen later.

For the next two rounds there was little
play, and as the stranger still maintained
silence, the home talent ceased talking,
80 that the only sound at the table was the
rifle of the cards and the rattle of the
chips. Moreover there were no losses or
winnings of any magnitude, so thas Blais-
dell was presently moved to an outbreak.

“Which I was sayin’ 't we uns was looking
{'rexcitement,” he exclaimed as he slammed
& ten dollar ante on the table, “but this here
s nigh about ’'s excitin' as eatin’ egge.
Ten calls twenty ‘n’ be dam’ to you.”

“Jim, I'm o'prised,” said Winterbottom.
“There hain't no call {'r vi'lence, neither
bad language.” Then, as Pearsall dropped,
he put up his twenty. Bassett looked
carefully at his hand, but found no en-
couragement, and threw down his cards,
but the Ozark man grinned faintly as he
pushed his stack forward.

“Blaisdell grinned also, putting all his
chipe in the pot, and saying, “Mebbe not.
"Pears things is stirred up, though. This
looks like a showdown f'r three, Jake,
p'vidin' you're comin’ in.”

“I sure be,” said Winterbottom cheer-
fully as he saw the raise. Each of the
three then took two cards, and Winter-
bottomn made a full, neither of the others
bettering three of a kind.

“Good deal,” growled the Ozark man.
It wae the first Line he hedspoken, and the
others looked at him with curiosity, seeing
that he had himese!f dealt, but his face was
entirely impassive, and he pulled out a
wad and beokoned to old man Greenhut
to bring him more chips.

“Gentleman 'pears to be havin' fyn with
hisself,” said Joo Bassett, as if he were wholly
indifferent whether his remark should be
taken in good part or not, but the Ozark
man didn't even look up.

Again there was silence, but Bassett was
now craving excitement as keenly as was
Blaisdell, and old wan Greenhut, who had
heard his latest remark, and who knew his
disposition, lingered in the room after
having sold chips to the two losers,

He had not long to wait. When it came
to the Osark man's deal Bassett
leaned forward and looked at him closely as
he handled the carde, slowly and clumsily
as before.

Then the big Sheriff leered at Blaisdell,
and said: “Gentleman ’'pears to be studyin’

the backs tol'able close, like he was ocon- |

sid'able interested. C'n you see anythin’
our'ous about ‘em, Jim?”

“No," said Blaisdell gravely, “but I hain't
never paid no gre’t 'tention to the back of a
oard., Keeps me busy studyin’ the face.”

The Ozark man’s speech was slow and de-
liberate, but his motion was as lightning for
quickness. One hand shot out to Bassett's
throat and one to Blaisdell's, and he gripped
the two men in a strangle hold as he said,
“Up in the mountains we uns reckons that's
fightin' talk. I o'n see f'm that sign on the
wall 't there ain't no shootin’ to be did in

here, but if you uns wants a lickin' I mought
help you out.”
ng before he had finished the two men

were for their guns, butthegigan.-
tio er Was even more power{ &un
he look Holding them at arm’s length

80 that they ocould not reach him, he s
them so violently that they could not .hxl;:
their weapons, And this pleasing exercise
he continued for some time, while a slow
smile followed his calmly spoken words,
He paid no attention to Pearsall
and Winterbottom when they sprang to
their feet and pulled their Shtoln. but old
man Greenhut spoke up has IY. “No shoot-
he exclaimed “I'll settle this.”

t rprisi
for his mm:u:r M“l'l“d e T

Swlnggh"‘ it ‘:rlifdm. he aim .
A od

the Osark raan and Jelivered it with torvid

force, but that worthy was as quiok as a

cat and swung Bassett around just in time

for the blow to reach the wrong mark.

Then, his two limp victims, he
sprang at old man Greeahut and grabbed

bwm away from him.

“1 n it's this for the river an’ me
for the hotel,” he o , “but first you"ll
u.h‘. that last stack. the first all

as he left the place, after taking

And with

his X saw him give the bung-
starter a mi toss “& the levee,
up the " iy
t Baswett to after some

minutes, and parox: of wrath 'ho”::
he realized the dt\‘tﬁ was somethin

nfle. As be, 100, for the hotel, old
man Greenbut ¢ “Better be some

J, W, " e is the value of &
ven doliar ol phoce dated
A specimen of this snd date In strictly un

The half dollar Is one of the regular lssue of
It i not worth more than face value, exoept
when In mint state, and then only 80 cents. Thare

premium om she Danish coin.

J. R. B., Rochester, N. Y.--What Is the value
of five cent pleces without the word “Cents™?

They bhear no p! . The valuable five cent
nickels referred to In the article you cite are pattern
colus.

M. E. M., New York.—WIill you kindly tell me
the significance of the coin of which | am enclosing
8 rubi 7 It was dug up several years ago in a

of a New York city house. On one side
i the portrait of a man, with the words
“Herr Alexander.” while on the reverse is the In-
seription “Presented to Herr Alexander as a Tostl-
;t;c‘)_;ux of Fsteem from His Friends in New York,

From all that oan be learned I{err Alexander was
a prestidigitator and performed In this city during
the middle of the last century. The medal de-
scribed was probably struck as an advertisement.

D. M., New York.—Kindly let me know If there is
any premium on a quarter dated 1876,

it Is not worth more than face value.

J. B, Altman, N. Yi—1 ;nllev- I have the 15838
half dollardescribed In a recent article of THE SUN,
Wil you kindy inform me as to the value of same?

Your half dollar is one of the common varieties.
The New Orieans half dollar of 1838 shows the mint
mark “O" directly below the bust, T4 is true that
this balf dollar Is one of the rarest of the lasue, a8
only four speoimens are known to have been struck.
but 1t has never hrought as bigh a premium as the
1797 proot Lalf dollar. a specimen of which brought
$120 at the Smith sale. The highest price pald for
the New Orleans fifty cent plece is 851, which was
given for a fine specimen of the variety at the Davis
sale in 1800. Yes, It Is true that no half dollars
were struck In 1816,

M. E. B.. New York.— What fs the value of the
following colns. Three cent {)lecu in silver rang -
Ing from 1852 Lo 1869, 5 cent sllver pleces from
1881 to 1875, 10 cent 3 . 1827 10 1877; quarters
from 1817 to 1875; balf dollars from 1806 to 1837.
dollar dated 1770; large coppers from 1788 to 1860,
2 cent pleces In copper, dated 1863, the lowest
date; half cent of 1808, cents from 1857 up, shilling

ted 1868 and an old paper bill dated February 17,
1776, Philadelphla. whicn says the bearer Is en
titled to 98; printed by Hall & Sellar,

The dates embrace many of Ul rarities of United
States colnage. and it would be necessary to submit
a detalled list in order to secure an intelligent reply.
The dollar is evidently a Spanish lssue. The paper
Continental note is worth about 25 cents if in fine
condition. The half cent of 1508 is rare only when
In uncirculated condition, In ordinary shape it is
worth about 15 cents, whereas In strictly mint con-
ditlon It Is worth from 835 up. 7There Is no pre-
mium on the shilling.

B. C. B., New Yark, —I have the following paper
fractional currency, Issued under act of March 3,
1863, OUne is of the denomination of & cents and
one 10 cents. Also “FPosifye Currency” havin
head of \WWashingion, Issued under act of July 17,
1862, of the denominations of 5 1 10 cents. Are
they worlh meore than face val

If In uncirculated and crisp -ondition the 50
cent note should be worth about 75 cenis, the 10
eent note, In same condition, about 25 centa. Un-
circulated the & and 10 cent postage currency
notes should be worth about 16 centa for the first
and 25 cents for the last, There are many varieties
of these notes, some of which bring a rather high
premium,

RN, M. W.. Brooklyn. - Please let me know If the

nickel & cent pleces without the werd “Cents”
vommand a premium’
No

Consiant Reader. Suffern, N. Y. - Could you tell
me woal & Columblan half dollar '8 worth when
dated 1583, with “1402" on It? | also have a large
cent dated 1847, Please tell me what 1t Is wortn

There Is no premium on the 1888 Columblan half
dollar. The same design of 1802 is a trifle scarcer
and Is worth about 55 cents when in fine condition.
There Is no premium on the cent of 1847,

. H. 1., New York.--What Is the bronze medal
described as follows: On the obverse 15 a4 portralt
in high rellef, with date of 1561 (the year of Per-
renut’s elevation o the Cardipalate) and Inscrip-
von, “Aut. Perrenot 8. R. E. Pbrl. Card. Archlepl
Mcohl.” On the reverse is shown a shipwreck,
with men and women falilng from decks and mast.
Neptune with trident ralsed toward ship and
drawn by 1wo sea horses. Background, ralnbow
with stars below, aund the motto, “Durate ™
fact that upon the dock of the ship there is a igure
of & map much larger than the other figures and
that this figure Is In repose causes me belleve
that 1t Is symbolical of Granville having sed
salely through the political storms, the ralnbow
typifylug Lls promotion. What does this medal
commemorate? Has It any value?

We are unable to give any Information tn regard
1o 1= value or history.

STAMPS,

G. A. V., Hackensack, N, J.-In 1809, when a new
Isstie of Unlted States postage stamps came out,
| took & notlon to buy and lay away a set, Th
are as follows: Ninety cent pink, with portrait
of Lincoln; thirty cent pink, shield, blue flag:
Hllﬂt' cent yellow, Frankiln: twenty-four cent
glr;ly sh brown, one with portralt of Washington
& another of same value In green, showing a
historical pleture; twn varietles of fifteen cent
stamps, one In hlack, showing portrait of lLincoln,
the olaer In brown and blue, with a pleture; two
twelve cent stamps, one in &r"n. sbowlng a ship;
the oftler In biack, with ashington’'s portrait;
fwo tex cent stamps, one wreen and the other

i'r‘l:)w: the /vt aving Washington's bust, the
ntior an eag't on a shicld: six cent blue; five cent
Lrown, and .hree cen' plok, with Washington;

taree cent blue, showing locomotive: two cent
siamps, one In blaci, showing portralt of J« ferson,
the otuer Poczbionia s, aud two one cent stamps In
hiue aind brown. All of these are unused and In
perfect condition. Are they of any value?

Your stampa are not all of thd 1500 Issue. Of
thls series there were denominations of one, two,
three, six, ten, twelve, fifteen, twenty -four, thirty
and ninety cents. The first showed Frankiin's
bust, the second a horseman, the third a locomotive,
the fourth Washington, the fifth, cost of arms;
sixth, a steamship; seventh, landing of Columbus;
cighth, signing of Declaration of Independence;
ninth, eagle and flags: tenth, portrait of Linecoln.
The rest of the stamps vou describe are of the 1861 -83
lssue. A dealer would give you from $80 to $48
for your stamps, according to condition.

M.EE, Waurbnry.ﬁc-;;n.—u there a
on either of the following stamps: pg "I:'nmm
unused Boyd's Dispatch stamp, pink In oclor,
showing a Mercury running, carry & pennant,
Also an

bearing the words, “Boyd's Dispatch.”
unused light green Confederate stamp, with the
Washington in the eentre. Above the

pleture o
picture is the number “20."  Below are the words

“Postage Twenty Cents.”

The first Is one of the common varietles of the
New York local stamps, and s worth ten cents,
either used or unused., when perforatel. The
unperforated stamp of the same design !s much
scarcer, being worth $10 in either conditfon. The
second stamp Is one of the regular Confederate
issues and Is worth 25 cents unused and §2 used.

J.D.W, Troy, N. Y.—l;(w the one and th
llnm:;c_l States n'd‘(r stamps of 1854 Issue n?:%?ét

There are many varieties of the one cent stamp of
this lssue, showing Franklin's portralt, all in biue.
One variety, when used, |s worth $50, but the or-
dinary variety Is quoted at 40 cents when used. The
three cent red, with portralt of Washington, e
worth $1.50 unused and three cents used.

A.B. B, New York. J(inilv tell me If ther
value on these cancelled Columblan o'unp: = “;
cent violet, one cent blue and two cent violet en-
velope stamps,

They are held at no premium.

. J. R., New York.— g
cent stamp of the 1809 |"Y|?(.c-‘dh9‘|.‘:m.‘gn?:v:=;):a.
w;:?:;;‘::;l.mt 1“ tl‘,‘gha)'mr of thestamp: Was
oo vl 4 P at was the 1889 Issue com -

The six cent stamp bears the portralt of Washing -
ton. after the painting by Stuart. It is ultramarine
in color. There woas no denomination of 32 cents.
The lower values were commemorative of the prog
ressof the United States matl service. The 1860 1ssue
In now eomparatively scarce, for the reason thas
the stamps were In use only abouta year. Forsome
mysterious cause the general public took a dislike
to the stamps, although they are sald to be the most
bpautiful ever Issued In this country, and the postal
authorities withdrew the series.

The First O Well.
From the Philadelphia Record.

With the death of James P. Smith of Titus-
ville last week there passed the last of the
group of men who appear in the, famous
Drake well picture, taken in the autumn
of 1881 by John A. Mather, the noted oil region
photographer. The group in the picture
Included Col. Edwin 1. Drake, the man who
drilled the well: William and James P. Smith
gr.’::’in‘:l"drillm‘J::c'\“:-smmhwl:h the work:

, Tl mere b
1 frlomr:: Col. Drake, and \l.gm?:;’ ““kdp.

e five men are dead. This picture adorns
the offices of hundreds of oil nperators and
nﬂn:;‘o‘ is the only photograph of the first

oll . only person now I .
:::ld the ure is John AY‘ g?;,

The »

'
\
{
I

-

ch
! daughter of the
place

s alwa t hither specially for the

ol
»

S vt A o e
tm:.: O

Ty

NATAL CEREMONIES v
COURT OF SPAIN.

Cholce of a Handsome Woman as a Nppy,
«Awalting the Announcement of the
Migtress of Robes —Christen'ng in 1py
Private Chapel of Palnce-0id Fop,

The family life of the Spanish coyrt "
conducted with much simplicity, and sine
the advent of Queen Victoria Fugenig
several English customs have been intpy.
duoced, such as afternoon tea- a thing fop.
merly unknown—and certain English disheg
at the luncheon and dinner tables. Theg
things, however, do not encroach upon the
formal etiquette of official ohservances apnd
royal ceremonies for which the ciurt o
Spain is famous. Breaches in this liractiny
would give grave offence to the grandess
of the country, whose traditions have hesy
handed down with unswerving regimen
from the Austrian epoch.

A Spanish prince or princess is ushered
into the world with quaint observance
and stately ceremony, writes Mary Spenosr
Warren in the London Ezxpress. The alo.
liffon of the Salic law in 1830 insures the
future succession of a princess to the throng
should the reigning sovereigns have ne
son born to them. But it goes withog
saying that the Spaniards would far rathey
owe their allegiance to a king than a qieen,
and so when the birth of an infant in direey
sucocession is imminent a boy is ardently
desired by all classes.

When the coming of the future king ne
queen is expocted clothes and nurses-
as in other households—are subjects of
paramount importance. In the present in.
stance the young Queen of Spain has had
presents from all directions, the ladies of
her adopted country especially having
forwarded numerous robes richly trimmed
with costly lace. Her Majesty's own nurse
for the royal baby has been chosen. in
acoordance with Spanish custom, from the
peasantry of the Asturias.

This province is noted for its handsome
women, a number of whom are always
summoned to the palace at Madrid prior ta
birth. From these women one

Tog

an ex
is ly selected, and the rejected onas, to
compensate them for their disappoint-
ment, are sent home literally loaded with

presents as well as with a sum of money,
and their entire expenses 1o and fro are also
defrayed. Quite naturally this office is
thought most y of, and whoever is
selected is a person to be enviad, for she
occupies an extremely prominent position
throughout the first year or so of the baby's
lifo, and when her duties are ended
receives a monthly pension and is in fact a
richk woman for one of her class. Her
official dress consists of black velvet gnd
lace and silver chains of office.
When the birth of the little ’kjﬁgopdlw
is imminent certain high dig-
gldmurim are, in accordance with
dent, summoned to the palace, thess con-

sisting of tatives of the Church, the
army and the navy, the royal household

and deputations from
the Cortes. The Mistress of the Robes

must also be present, as she has a speclsl
bie i af wpariinen  sdjolning that of e
ble in an t t of the
Queen, w the udhﬁ:oo:n‘h. expected
event naturally gets throughous
the city and the inhabitants with one
accord are wont to assemble in the Plaza
del Oriente and vicinity. From here they
can watch for the ce of the addi-
tional royal stan —with its broad and
yellow f show lions of Aragon
and the castles of —which it is cus-

en’ the birth of the
infant is announced

tomary to run up wh

In m.od room before men:‘k:nqd the dis-
tinguish personages aw in anxious
expectation the ap, in their midst
of the Mistress of the Robes, whose coming
will announce the royal birth. As in Eng-
land, the lady who holds this position s
always a duchess, and her presence on this
occasion is one of the duties of her office,
while the momentous me-:fe with which
she is charged by the roi physician is -
delivered to the Prime Minister, who In
his turn makes the announcement to all
assembled.

Before many minutes have elapsed the
grandees and officials have ocular demon-
stration of the 'birth of the royal infant
for the child is brought into their presence
carefully laid upon a richly carved silver
salver, which salver has been first of all
artistically covered with a costly cushion
trimmed with deep flounces of exquisite
lace, Then, in accordance with precedent,
the salver, with its precious burden, is in-
trusted to the arms of the Prime Minister,
to be by him formlly presented to all present,
who greet the infant with profound bows
and subdued vivats. The Premier it is
who also makes the necessary announce-
ment to Parliament on the same or follow-
ing day, in accordance with the hour of

The strains of the Marcha ‘Real—which
hails from the time of Carlos V.—is heard
in different of the city. Gunsare fired
from the fortresses and depots and Te
Deums are sung in the churches.

The of an infhnt -on“or
jesties of Spain takes

in accordance with the dogma of

the Roman Catholic Church. within ope
week of the birth. The ceremony is always
held in the private chapel of the palace,
&ud ltht is of lom", hat (mlw’d
mensions, it or a certain
portion to be set -mo accommoda-
tion of the poor of the city, who are ad-
mitted without ticket. Also many of these

are allowed to take up a position
‘1,:0 olmmrbdthepﬂmmrwfh
which the & procession on its
way to the sacred edifice. ye font used

Monastery of San
Domingo de Guzman, and has been used
for the christening of royal children since
the Middle Ages. .

it is oustomary for the Mistress of the
Robes to carry the infant, while the nearest
relatives, the sponsors, and the representa-
tive of the Pope walk in front and on aither
side. The ceremony is rather a protractad
one—more a8 ly in the casa of a prinos.
who at the close of the church function
has to be invested with certain orders of
chivalry, this being carried out with much
prescri dignity.

On the same evening it is ocustomar”
to have a dinner party at the palace, and
a gala performance at the Royal Opers
or state theatre. For this all the men
appear in full uniform or state dress and

I the ladies in full evening dress. All wear
any orders to which th may be anl'g‘
and there is a wonderful display of ®we
Spanish historical jewels, for which (Re
ladies of the country are noted Man?
of these, as well as much of the lace of
mantillas and robes, date from the fifteenih
and sixteenth centuries.

West Inddlan Pigeon Post
From the Westminster Gazelis
An attempt is being made to estahish &
pigeon post between Montserrat and =
tigus. Some homers have bheen (ooviad

from F}n.md nmi' A8 soon as thev ha e
creased sufficiently attempts to esral <" &
regular post between the two islands + P®

If the experiment Ia succesarur tne mo™*
ments of steamers will be known in 0"
serrat wsoon after talegraphic ne«s "o
reached Anti and shipnients of ‘"4
and other ?lbl. things can be gob 10l
without fear of their having to 11 g
wharves and rot owing to the non &
of an everdue steamer.

han
‘

How Slow the Train Was

From the Denver Ponat

Two men were coming into Denrer
A nearby town on a local train the ather 12
The train stopped every flve minuies *
seemed, and one of she men becanis ™
patient. Finally, when the train ha''»?
the engine to get up steam, the ma~ s
patience overflowed e

“Now, what do yon think of this 'ra
he 'n:k.!":o thekolher. >

i ‘t making mne rogress
his_friend. » e

i e, | -hruld sar nnt,
lmu{onc man. “Tt wonld bhe a
to take & moving picture of this

-
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